
  

 

American Civil  
Liberties Union of Georgia 

 

2009-10 Program Priorities  
And Case for Support 



For over h alf a cen t u ry the ACLU of Georgia h a s been t he s t a te’s pre mier guardian of liber ty.  Each  
year, h u n dreds of Georgia resident s  t u r n  to u s  whe n they are discrimin a ted agains t du e to their race, 
gender or sexu al orien ta tion, when govern me n t agencies force religious values u po n the m, when they 
a re prevented from being allowed to speak freely, or when they are ab u sed by law enforcemen t. 
 
Thro ugh the  cour t s,  t he legislat u re an d com m u n ity ou t reach , we work to protect t he freedom a n d  
dignity of all Georgian s. 
 

Our si mple goal:  liberty and jus ti c e  for all. 
 

Now more th a n  ever the  ACLU is needed to be the cour ageou s  voice to protect o ur Constit u tion a n d 
t he right s t h a t we hold dear a s  a cou n t ry. You can  co u n t on u s  to s t a n d firm a n d protect wh a t 
American s ta n d s for: 
 
Restoring Am erica’s Con s t i tut ion.   
You ca n co u n t  on t he ACLU to contin ue to p u t  p res s u re on the govern m ent to take action a n d reverse 
policies t h a t  h ave s t ripped u s  of our  privacy a nd  the ability to live the life a nd ideals  th a t we care so 
m u c h abo u t . 
 
We are right ing the wrongs of the civil liber ties denied u s  with  the crea tion  of the Patr iot Act: 
eavesdropping on p ho ne calls withou t  h aving to obtain a warra n t , s topping t he govern me n t from 
spying in to the lives of innocen t America n s , a n d in definite deten tion withou t  a ny reason . 
 
Civil libertie s  abuses  related to fighting t erroris m. 
We are working ju s t a s  h a rd on m aking America t he kind of cou n try we wa n t to live in  – a cou n t ry we 
ca n be pro u d of. To this end we are working on is s ues of fair t rials for Gu a n t a n a mo detainees, 
military commissions, keeping evidence obtained t h ro ugh tor tu re from being u sed in terror s u s pect 
t rials, a n d prosec u ting Bu s h  officials  who a u t horized tort u re . 
 
Govern m en t intrusion on i s sues  of personal m oral deci s ion s .    
We are working diligen tly to keep t h e govern men t  from imposing one view of morality or a par ticular 
religious belief on everyone; not allowing religiou s  views to in terfere with  laws concerning adoptive 
p aren ting or gu ardia n s h ip; and working to protect t he right to per son al decisions abou t  o ur 
reprod uctive health. 
 
Building a s trong organization from  coas t  to  coas t .   
We are b uilding a n a tionwide organ ization t h a t h a s  t he ability to an swer to the civil liber ties 
ch allenges th a t  plag ue this n a tion, regardless of where they emerge. We a re investing in key s t a tes 
where the need is grea tes t a n d where local reso u rces for civil liberties a re scarce; defen ding rights  
where they a re most denied in order to envision  an ACLU tha t is a s  effective in s u pp ortive, progressive 
com m u nities a s  it is in com m u nities with less th a n  optimal reso urces, b u t  where civil liberties 
ch allenges a re often t he greates t. 
 
In Georgia, we plan to s t ep up our s tat ewide efforts  to  protec t  and en han c e  our core rights  and 
freedo m s,  knowing that  our succ e s s  h ere will impact  c ivil libertie s  across  th e country. The key 
priority areas we will fo cus on in Georgia are:   
 
Racial Profiling / R acial Jus t ice 
 
Eq u al ju s tice, a s gu ar a n teed by the US Cons tit u tion a n d t he Georgia Con s tit u tion is  a high ideal a nd 
one of  t he h ighes t priorities of  t he ACLU of Georgia.  Racial p rofiling is a  problem a s old as o ur 
cou n t ry, an d with t he ch a nging demograp hics of Georgia, is  becoming even more pervasive.  A recen t 
ACLU of Georgia report on t he h u m a n imp act of 287(g) in Cobb Cou n ty fou nd th a t the 
implementa t ion of new agreement s between local law enforceme n t a n d Homeland Security h a s led to 
r a mp a n t r acial profiling a n d t a rgeting of com m u nities of color, specifically in Latino com m u nities.  
 
Meanwhile, t he crackdown on Mu slim a n d Middle Eas ter n com m u nities contin ues, as  s hown by 
several incident s  in 2008, where Muslim women  were preven ted access to Georgia cour t s beca u se 
t hey were wearing headscarves.  The ACLU of Georgia acted  proactively in respon se to these ins ta nces 
of egregious discrimina tion by approac hing the Georgia Com mis sion on  Fairness an d Eq u al Access to 



t he Cour t s  an d presen ting a model policy th a t would allow the wearing of religious headgear in Georgia 
cour t s.  O ur  policy was adopted earlier this year  by the J u dicial Cou ncil of Georgia. 
 
Loo k ing forw a r d ,  in  2 0 1 0  t h e  ACLU of Georg i a  w i l l  work  t o  c lo se  t h e  r a c i a l  d iv i d e  a n d  h el p  a l l  
p eo p le  l ive  w i t hou t  fe a r of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m in a t ion.  We w i l l: 

● Prevent t he introd uction  of any new 287(g) agreeme n t s a n d work to rescind a ny existing 287(g) 
 agreeme nt s between Georgia cou n ties a n d t he Depar t me n t  of Homelan d Secu rity; 
• Work with legislator s to pas s legislation req uiring the collection of race da t a for tr affic violations to 
 t r ack a n d disclose evidence of racial profiling; 
• Contin ue o u r very s ucces sful series of com m u nity for u m s, “Know Your Rights,  Tell Your Story,” to 
 r aise com m u nity awarenes s of police a nd im migra tion enforcement practices a n d docu me n t inciden t s  
 of racial profiling; 
• Contin ue to hold weekly “By the People Days” at  the s t a te legisla t u re to bring the evidence of u n eq u al 
 t rea t me n t ba sed on race to decision  makers; 
• Work in cou r t s  a n d comm u nities to dis ma n tle the School to Prison Pipeline, a growing trend t h a t 
 p u s hes s t u d ent s  of color ou t of schools a nd in to t he crimin al ju s tice system; 
• Contin ue o u r a n n u al CLE se min ar  to tr ain a t torneys on how to represen t Mu slim a n d Middle Eas ter n 
 com m u nity me mber s facing racial profiling and discrimina tion; a nd 
• Work with legislator s to pas s a resolu tion calling on t he Depar t me n t of Ed uca tion a n d Georgia 
 schools to prevent milita ry recr uit m ent practices t a rgeting children u n d er t he age of 17. 
 
Im migrant  Det e n t ion / Prison Reform 
 
As a res ult of ma ny years  of over inca rcera tion an d minim u m m a n d a tory sen tencing, our s t a te fin d s  t h a t 
we can no longer afford the h uge prison ind u s t ria l complex we h ave developed.  Ins tead of doing a  policy 
a n alysis t h a t would redu ce t he prison pop ula tion ,  o ur s t a te a n d local decision makers h ave t u r n ed to 
private prison s .  Many of the for-profit prison s in  Georgia were set u p to house im migra n t s , both those 
convicted of crimes a n d those whose immigra tion  s t a t u s  is in q ues tion. 
 
● Secrecy and  privacy of records in private prison s  lends itself to ab u ses t h a t a re difficul t or impossible 
 to detect.   
● The syste m of paying per diems for eac h in m ate lend s it self to keeping people longer th a n  is 
 neces sary, even t ho ugh a nything over 90 days is  considered indefinite deten tion. 
• The profit motive res ults  in less food, less care, an d in h u m a n e conditions . 
 
Loo k ing forw a r d ,  in  2 0 1 0  t h e  ACLU of Georg i a  w i l l  work  t o  in s ure t h a t  i m p r i s one d  a n d  d e t a ine d  
p eo p le  a re  no t  d enie d  t h e  b a s ic  Con s t i t u t iona l  r ig h t s  gu a r a n t ee d  t o  t h e m u n d er  t h e  l a w . We w i l l: 
 
● Work to pas s legislation t h a t  would es t ablis h a n  in s pection sys te m for all correctional facilities in 
 Georgia; 
● Contin ue o u r p u blic ed u cation ca mp aign to bring the in heren t  problems  of private prison s to the  
 a t ten tion of Georgian s, an d organize to discour age new private prisons; 
● Work to s top t he in h u m a ne practice of sh ackling women priso ners d u ring childbirth; 
● Work to end  h u m a n righ ts ab u ses in  Georgia’s prison s a n d im migra n t  deten tion cen ter s, including 
 ens u ring a n  adeq u a te daily allowan ce of food, reason able medical care, s afe facilities ,  a n d freedom of 
 wors hip; 
● E nco ur age the u se of h u m a ne alter n a tives to deten tion; a nd 
● Contin ue o u r a n n u al CLE se min ar  to tr ain a t torneys on t he mos t pres sing is s ues in  im migra n t 
 deten tion an d to enco u rage represen t a tion of im migra n t s  facing indefini te deten tion . 
 
Voting Right s 
 
The Georgia Cons tit u tion  g u a r a n tees t he right to vote to all citizens, a n d req uires th a t  even t hose who 
h ave been convicted of a  crime h ave their right res tored after t hey h ave served t heir sen tence.  In  
practice, however, our legislat u re an d Secretary of Sta te h ave aggres sively worked to make it more a n d 
more difficult for cer t ain people to vote by: 
 
● Denying abs entee ballots  to jail in m a tes, even those not convicted of a felony; 
● Interpreting “moral t u rpit u de” as a ny felony conviction; 



● Purging voting roles bas ed on drivers’ license infor mation or s u s pected felony conviction, witho u t 
 giving notifica tion; 
● Req uiring proof of citizens hip a t regist r a tion; a n d  
● Req uiring s ta te iss ued photo iden tifica tion a t t h e polls. 
 
This year, the ACLU of Georgia filed a laws uit in  a federal cou r t  ch allenging the illegal 
disfra nc hiseme n t of two Georgia voter s who were refused abs entee ballots  in t he November 2008 , 
election while incarcera ted in DeKalb Co u n ty J a il for minor offenses.  
 
Loo k ing forw a r d ,  in  2 0 1 0  t h e  ACLU of Georg i a  w i l l  work  t o  in s ure t h a t  t h e  vot ing  r ig h t s  of 
ever y  in d iv id u a l  a re  p ro t ec t e d .  We wi l l: 
 
● Contin ue litigation to ens u re t he righ t  to vote is no t denied for ad minis tra tive conven ience; 
● Contin ue to p u s h  for a clearer legisla tive definition of “moral t u rpit u de”; 
● Ch allenge any fur t her a t te mpts a t  res trictions on  voting righ t s  by being a cons t a n t  p resence at t he 
 Georgia General Asse mb ly. 
  
 
Religious  Freedo m  
 
The Cons titu tion provides t h a t every individ u al h a s  t he right to practice the religious beliefs of their 
choosing witho u t governme n t influence or in terference. It is again s t t he law for a ny govern me n t 
agency – in town h alls or p u blic sch ools or th roug h t axpayer dollar s – to impose religious beliefs  on 
a nyone. The ACLU of Georgia is t he leading organization taking on t he govern me n t agencies t h a t  p u t  
t hese rights in jeopardy. 
 
This s u m mer t he ACLU filed a laws uit ch allenging the cons titu tion ality of the Kosher Food Labeling 
Act. The ch a llenged s t a tu te ma n d a tes t h a t a ny food sold in the Sta te of Georgia a s kos her m u s t  be 
cer tified in accorda nce with “orthodox Hebrew religious r ules a n d req uireme n t s,” and  officially 
delegitimizes differen t in terpreta tion s  of kos her  ad hered to in other Jewish com m u n ities. 
 
We recen tly represen ted a  s m all Bap tis t Ch u rch in t heir a t tem p t s to ch allenge zoning regulations in 
t he City of Ea s t Point t h a t discrimina ted agains t  ho u ses of wors hip. 
 
Loo k ing forw a r d ,  in  2 0 1 0  t h e  ACLU of Georg i a  w i l l  work  t o  in s ure t h e  re l ig ious  r ig h t s  of ever y  
in d iv i d u a l  a r e  p ro t ec t e d .  We w i l l : 
 
● Contin ue to fight ongoing at te mpts to a me nd the Georgia Con s tit u tion to allow st a te mo ney for 
 religious orga nizations; 
● Offer ongoing s u ppor t for school officials who refu se to bow to p u blic pres s u re to impose religious  
 p r actice in pu blic schools; a nd 
● Monitor a nd  investigate a t te mpts by cou n ties a n d cities to im plement religious practice in t he 
 p u blic sq u a re. 
 
 
This important work cannot  continu e without  your support.   Join us  in as suring that th e  
libertie s  and freedo m s of everyon e  in Georgia and across  thi s  country are protec t ed. 
 

Choos e  fre edo m, choos e  liberty,  choos e  th e  ACLU. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn m ore, visi t  our websi t e  at  www.acluga.org. 


