
 
July 29, 2010 

 
Secretary Janet Napolitano 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 
 
Dear Secretary Napolitano: 
 
The impending implementation of SB 1070 at the end of July in Arizona is state sanctioning of 
hatred that was once confined to a fearful, if vocal, minority.  Are we going to let each state draft 
its own immigration policy, or are we as a country going to take the courageous leap toward 
reforming our unjust and broken federal immigration laws in the rightful place, the Congress of 
the United States?  The Department of Justice has taken a strong step by suing the State of 
Arizona for legalizing racial profiling and for interfering with the federal government’s authority 
to set and enforce immigration policy.  Now we must take the urgent next step: institute humane 
and fundamental reforms to the entire system. 
 
We could cite the sad stories of divided families, children separated from their parents, 
unannounced transfers and deportations, and miserable jail conditions.  This all is taking place 
here in Georgia--in Cobb and Gwinnett, in Whitfield and Hall, in detention centers in Lumpkin 
and the City of Atlanta--wherever 287(g) agreements are in effect and beyond. We hear these 
stories every day and see the fear in the eyes of those who dwell on the edges of society.  
 
Hoping for courage in the White House and Congress to reform immigration laws this year, we 
urge certain critical changes in the way the Department of Homeland Security administers 
immigration policy until new laws are passed.  
 
First, suspend the 287(g) and Secure Communities programs.  The flaws in these programs are 
well-known and documented. Local police often oppose the 287(g) agreements because they 
distract them from their real work and alienate the people they need to protect.  Instead of 
making our communities safer, these programs are being used as tools to detain and deport hard-
working and law-abiding fathers and mothers. There are potential Sheriff Arpaios in every corner 
of the country who claim to enforce the law while practicing blatant racial profiling and posse 
justice.  
 
Second, put a halt to the expansion of the immigration detention system, taking the money out of 
the coffers of such for-profit corporations as Corrections Corporation of America and back into 
the wallets of taxpayers by utilizing humane, effective, and cost-saving alternatives to detention. 
Most immigrants in detention do not pose a risk to public safety and should be released.  
Community-based alternatives to imprisonment should be employed for those who cannot be 



released on their own recognizance, bond, or parole, while they await final decisions on their 
immigration status.  
 
We are encouraged to learn from ICE that conditions in immigrant detention facilities may be 
changing to less punitive environments.  However, we have seen little evidence on the ground of 
the promised changes first announced last year.  Instead, we have witnessed the opening of yet 
another corporate-run immigration detention facility in Hall County, Georgia.  
 
The real solution is to end the programs that feed these costly and unnecessary penal 
institutions.  The profits gained by privately owned and operated prisons and the cost to the 
taxpayer for detaining hundreds of thousands of people are the deplorable result of this ill-
conceived system. 
 
As veterans of the civil rights movement and representatives of social-justice and faith-based 
organizations in Georgia, we urge you to take the bold steps necessary to end this unjust system 
that creates divided families and improbable prisoners. 
 
 
Organizational Signatories 
 
Debbie Seagraves, Executive Director 
American Civil Liberties Union of Georgia 
 
Shayna Glick, Group Coordinator 
Amnesty Atlanta 
 
Helen Kim, Executive Director 
Asian American Legal Advocacy Center, Inc. (AALAC) of Georgia 
 
Rev. Gregory Williams, President 
Atlantans Building Leadership for Empowerment (ABLE) 
 
Moki Macias, Tamika Middleton, Zuri Murphy, Anna Kurien, Tiffany Williams, Jessica Stern 
Steering Committee 
Building Locally to Organize for Community Safety (BLOCS) 
 
America Gruner, President 
Coalition of Latino Leaders-CLILA 
Dalton, Georgia 
 
Rich Pellegrino, Executive Director 
Cobb Immigrant Alliance 
 
Milt Tambor, Chair 
Democratic Socialists of America 
 



Humberto Mendoza 
Dignidad Inmigrante en Athens (D.I.A.) 
 
Ray MacNair, Co-chair 
Economic Justice Coalition 
Athens, Georgia 
 
Rev. Paul M. Turner, Senior Pastor 
Gentle Spirit Christian Church of Atlanta 
 
Azadeh Shahshahani, Chair 
Georgia Detention Watch 
 
Adelina Nicholls, Executive Director 
Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights 
 
Bob Goodman, on behalf of the Steering Committee  
Georgia Peace and Justice Coalition 
 
Larry Pellegrini, Executive Director 
Georgia Rural Urban Summit 
 
Edward O. DuBose, President 
Georgia State Conference NAACP 
 
Aaron Ortiz-Santos, General Manager  
Hernan Taylor & Lee, LLC 
Norcross, Georgia 
 
Sofia Sopo Teona, on behalf of the Coordinating Committee 
Human Rights Atlanta 
 
Dianne Mathiowetz 
International Action Center, Atlanta chapter 
 
Erik Voss 
International Center of Atlanta 
 
Janvieve Williams Comrie 
Latin American and caribbean Community Center 
 
Sara J. Totonchi, Executive Director 
Law Offices of the Southern Center for Human Rights 
 
Angela Sanbrano, President 
National Alliance of Latin American and Caribbean Communities 



Erin Alexander, Chair 
National Lawyers Guild-Georgia Chapter 
 
Faye Bush, Executive Director 
Newtown Florist Club, Inc 
Gainesville, Georgia 
 
Reverends Nelia and Calvin Kimbrough, Leadership Team 
Open Door Community 
 
Stephanie Guilloud 
Project South 
 
BryAnn Chen, Executive Director 
Refugee Women’s Network 
 
Lorraine Fontana, Chairperson 
Social Justice Guild, First Existentialist Congregation of Atlanta 
 
Alan Shope, Social Justice Chairman 
St. Michael Catholic Church 
Gainesville, Georgia 
 
Anita L. Beaty, Executive Director 
Metro Atlanta Taskforce for the Homeless 
 
Ajamu Baraka, Executive Director 
U.S. Human Rights Network 
 
Glory Kilanko, Director & CEO 
Women Watch Afrika, Inc. 
 
Individual Signatories 
 
Sheena M. Bosket, Attorney at Law 
 
Arturo Corso, Attorney at Law 
Gainesville, Georgia 
 
Constance Curry 
Writer, Activist 
Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Benin "Beni" Dakar 
Concerned Citizen 
Duluth, Georgia 



John Gibson, Jr., Chief Legal Redress Investigator 
Georgia State Conference NAACP 
 
Everitt Howe, Vice-President for Fulton County 
Atlantans Building Leadership for Empowerment (ABLE) 
 
Joab Kunin 
National Lawyers Guild-Georgia Chapter 
 
Ms. Barbara F. Landay 
Democratic Socialists of America 
 
Mr. Jesse McNulty 
Empowered Teacher 
GeorgiaSafeSchoolsCoalition.org 
 
Rochelle Morgan-Verdin, Immigration paralegal 
Latin American Association 
 
Joseph Perez 
Lawrenceville, Georgia 
 
Jerome Scott, Founder 
Project South 
 
Sir Jesse  
Social Justice Warrior 
Feminist Outlawz 
Decatur, Georgia 
 
Ms. Alta Schwartz 
Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Perry Steele 
Alpharetta, Georgia 
 


